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Follow up on the breakdown of 1300 projects under development 
Snapshot as of 10/2014 Projections 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES 
 
*Interchange Improvement projects are generally included as part of mainline improvements and are often reflected in the Widening & New Location category. Additionally, the I‐85 / I‐385 
project is a large project that has consumed multiple years of available funding in the Interchange Improvement category. 
 
**The CTC projects are programmed and let to contract in short order and there are not many in SCDOT’s project development pipeline at present.  In looking at yearly averages SCDOT lets 
approximately 100 CTC projects per year.  Self‐Administered CTC programs let an additional approximately 100 projects each year also that are also not illustrated in the chart above. 
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Utility Cuts Follow Up 

 
Following below are the sections from the SCDOT Utility Accommodations Manual that outline 
what is required from a Utility Owner when their work requires a pavement cut on a state owned 
road. 

 
 
Pavement Cuts 
 

13.3.1.  No  open  cuts  in  the  pavement  will  be   permitted  
except  by permission of the Department.  Where pavement is to 
be cut, the work  shall  be  done  in  clear   weather   when  traffic  
is  lightest. Materials and methods of compaction shall be adapted 
to achieve prompt restoration of traffic service.  Signing and 
warning devices will be supplied by the utility company or its 
contractor and will be in compliance with the  Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  Traffic will be maintained at all 
times and lane closures will  only  be  permitted  after  a  traffic  
control  plan  is  approved. Driveways will be maintained so as to 
permit ingress and egress to properties  adjacent  to  the  roadway.    
Blocking  or  closing  of  a driveway will not be permitted without 
the approval of the property owner.   Restoration will be performed 
as shown in Figure 4 or as specified by the Department. 

 
13.4.                        Pavement Repairs 

 
13.4.1.  The entire affected surface of asphalt roadways will be 
overlaid one year after initial restoration of pavement on all 
longitudinal cuts or if three   (3) or more perpendicular cuts are  
made within a 200 foot section of roadway unless the road is 
scheduled to be resurfaced or in dire need of resurfacing. The  
Department at the time of the encroachment permit application 
will determine the need and extent of resurfacing required by the 
permittee. Initial restoration shall be maintained in good condition 
by the permittee for the period prior to resurfacing and repairs as 
necessary shall be made immediately upon discover.   The 
Department will inspect the initial repair to insure it is in 
satisfactory condition prior to resurfacing.  Where the pavement 
cut is not to be resurfaced, it will be maintained for two (2) years 
or until the cut is satisfactorily restored. 

 
13.4.2. Base and surfacing for asphalt driveway repairs shall 
consist of six (6) inches of stabilized aggregate base course and 
150 pounds of asphalt concrete surface course unless otherwise 
specified by the local Resident Maintenance Engineer. 
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13.4.3. Techniques  that  may  be  used  for   installing   pipeline  
under  a highway without disturbing the surface are indicated 
below: 

 
13.4.3.1.  Driving:   A small pipe with a pilot shoe can  be 
driven through compressible soils by a steady thrust, hammering, 
or vibrating.  A casing or corrosion resistance carrier must be used. 

 
13.4.3.2.  Coring:  A small casing without pilot shoe can be drilled 
into more difficult soil, which enters the pipe as it  advances.   
The core is removed by sluicing during or after drilling. 

 
13.4.3.3.  Boring:  Larger pipes can be jacked through oversize 
bores carved progressively ahead of the leading edge of the 
advancing pipe as spoil is mucked back through the pipe. 
 

 
13.5.                        Controls 

 
13.5.1.  Un-trenched  construction  shall  be  required  as  
described  in  the section  on  Encasement  and  Allied  protection.  

 
13.5.2.   Portal limits (temporary access points, bore  pits, etc.) of 
pipeline crossings shall be established safely beyond the surfaced 
area of the highway so as to avoid impairing the roadway during 
installation of the pipeline.   The near edge of  portals shall be  
beyond the controlled access line on controlled  access 
highways and     no closer  than  five  (5)  feet  on  conventional  
highways.    Adequate protection and warning devices will be 
provided while the portal is open.  Bulkheading is required on any 
location nearer than five (5) feet or where the horizontal distance 
from the edge of pavement is less than the vertical differences in 
elevation between the surfaced area of the highway and the 
pipeline.    
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UTILITY RELOCATIONS 
STATE COMPARISON 

 
 
ALABAMA: 

 The Department does not acquire utility easements as part of their R/W acquisition 
process.  They do reimburse companies that have prior rights. 

 Payment for relocation depends on project funding: 
i.) On interstate projects, all utilities are reimbursable, but utilities can only cross 

perpendicular not locate longitudinally. 
ii.) On federal aid projects, utilities that gross less than $250,000,000 per year are 

reimbursable, and utilities with prior rights are reimbursable. 
iii.) On state funded projects, utilities are non-reimbursable unless they have prior 

rights or qualify as pauper (relocation cost would bankrupt the utility). 
 

FLORIDA: 
 The Department does not acquire easements for a utility corridor associated with road 

construction projects.  Do require the utility company with prior rights to relinquish their 
easement if land is purchased by the Department and a new easement is obtained by 
the utility company. 

 All utilities are reimbursed (those under permit and within an easement) when they are 
on the interstate system and meet federal reimbursement requirements. 

 Utilities on Primary and secondary roads that are there by Permit are not reimbursed for 
their relocations.  Utilities with prior rights are paid for their relocation costs. 

 
NORTH CAROLINA: 

 The Department can by statue obtain additional rights-of-way for the purpose of 
accommodating the installation of utilities. 
i) Must enter into voluntary agreements regarding use of the utility easement, 

payment to the Department to recapture cost. 
ii) Cost allocated based on the number of utilities utilizing the easement. 
iii) Utility company can chose not to participate in the proposed plan for right-of-way 

acquisition. 
 The Department shall pay for the nonbetterment cost for the relocation of water and 

sewer lines located within the existing right-of- way that are due to a transportation 
improvement project and are owned by: 
i) A municipality with a population of 5,500 or less according to the latest decennial 

census. 
ii) A nonprofit water and sewer association or corporation. 
iii) Any water and sewer system organized pursuant to Chapter 162A of the General 

Statues. 
iv) A rural water system operated by a County as an enterprise system. 
v) Any sanitary district organized pursuant to Part 2 of Article 2 of Chapter 130A of 

the General Statues. 
vi) A water or sewer system constructed by a water or sewer system organized 

pursuant to Chapter 162A of the General Statues and then sold or transferred to 
a municipality with a population of greater than 5,500 according to the latest 
decennial census. 
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UTILITY RELOCATIONS 

STATE COMPARISON (Continued) 
 
 
VIRGINIA: 

 The Department acquires a VDOT Easement large enough to accommodate utilities with 
and without prior rights. 

 The inplan utilities (water and sewer) that must be relocated “inkind” due to roadway 
impacts is covered by the Department. 

 The Department allows the utility to administer betterment through the Department’s 
roadway contract.  These costs are absorbed by the utility company. 
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SC 602 (Platt Springs Road) Widening Project – Sidewalks 

From the beginning of the project, sidewalks were planned for both sides of the roadway along the 

entire length of the widening.  The local bike and pedestrian plan at the time identified this project as 

incorporating bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  SCDOT has a policy to accommodate bicycle and 

pedestrians where feasible.  Once these were shown to the public and no opposition to them was 

received, they became part of the project and the environmental document that was approved by 

FHWA (Federal Highway Administration).  Below is a chronology. 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodations  

 7‐24‐03‐ Public Information Meeting held 

o One comment received requesting sidewalks to connect from the project to Saxe Gotha 

Elementary School  

 1‐6‐04‐ Environmental Assessment (EA) signed by FHWA 

o Sidewalks and bicycle accommodations were explained in the document as being a part 

of the project in coordination with COATS guidance   

 2‐12‐04‐ Public Hearing held 

o No comments received concerning sidewalks 

o All comments received were responded to in writing and made a part of the FONSI 

request to FHWA 

 8‐16‐04‐ “Finding of No Significant Impact” (FONSI) issued by FHWA 

 March 2006‐ Central Midlands Council of Government (CMCOG) approved their “Regional 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan” 

o The Bicycle and Pedestrian Pathways Plan examines bicycle and pedestrian related 

concerns and identifies what actions can be taken to develop best practices, policies, 

strategies, and tangible bicycle and pedestrian projects, in order to encourage and 

advance bicycling and walking as viable modal choices in the Columbia Area 

Transportation Study (COATS) region. 

o The SC 602 Project was identified in the plan as an “existing facility” that would 

demonstrate the progress being made and encourage other areas of the COATS region 

to implement new bicycle and pedestrian projects. 

 12‐21‐09‐ Revaluation of EA document signed by FHWA  

o No issues of bicycle and pedestrian accommodation needed to be re‐addressed 

 
 


